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and deserved success When all his carefully laid
schemes fell to the ground like a house of cards he may
well have regretted that he had ever set foot upon the
shores of North Africa
Although the front at Mehlla was by comparison
quiet and peaceful-, General Sylvestre was not the sort
of man to let sleeping dogs he The success of General
Berenguer filled him with envy, and he determined to
show that there was still another Spaniard capable of
playing the role of Cid Campeador So he pushed
forward into the Riff with all possible speed, entirely
regardless of everything but speed It was jerry-
building with a vengeance, and the whole flimsy struc-
ture was to collapse as suddenly as the temple at Gaza
There were four reasons for this The inherently bad
strategy of the Spaniards in conducting two campaigns
at one and the same time which we have already
examined, the character and qualities of General Syl-
vestre, the fundamental rottenness of the Spanish
army, and above all the pride and ambition of Si
Mohammed ben Abd-el-Krim, whom fate had cast for
the part of Samson
Si Mohammed ben Abd-el-Krim was the elder son of
a chieftain of the Beni Uriaghel, one of the greatest and
most warlike of all the tribes of the Riff The father
seems to have been a man of considerable vision and
intelligence, who, after giving his sons an excellent edu-
cation, sent the elder into Spanish government employ-
ment and the younger into a school for mining engineers
in Madrid He had during the war smuggled arms into
the Riff, been in touch with German mining interests,
and come to realize that there were in his territory
deposits of considerable value